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Foreword 

Concurrent CP/M"is a multi- or single-user, multitasking operating system that allows 
you to do two or more jobs at the same time on one or more terminals. This simultaneous 
multitasking capability is defined by the term concurrentmbence, Concurrent CP/M. For 
example, you can edit one or more documents, review one, and print another. Simply switch 
from one task to another with the touch of a key. Concurrent CP/M also lets you use many 
powerful software tools, such as word processors, spreadsheet calculators, data base man- 
agers, and bookkeeping systems. 

The primary difference between Concurrent CP/M and CP/M-86 ® is that Concurrent 
CP/M is a multi-user, multitasking operating system, while CP/M-86 is a single-user, single- 
tasking system. Concurrent CP/M differs from MP/M-86 TM primarily in its ability to handle 
virtual consoles with screen-switching capability. MP/M-86, although multitasking, has only 
physical consoles. 

The following utilities have been added to this release of Concurrent CP/M: 

• CHSETo to accommodate support for the lntel ® 8087 Math Processor and support 
for code sharing among tasks 

• PRINT, to facilitate printing of files 

• ERAQ, to include a query before erasure of files 

• VCMODE, to help you manage your virtual consoles 

• HELP, to give you on-line descriptions of the utilities of the system 

Utilities from the MP/M-86 system have been incorporated to Concurrent CP/M to include 
time and date stamping and file password protection. The SET, SDIR, and SHOW utilities 
replace the functions of the CP/M-86 STAT utility. 

How This Book Is Organized 

The Concurrent CPIM Operating System User's Guide, Release 3.1, (cited as User's Guide) 
introduces you to Concurrent CP/M and explains how to use it. It assumes you haw read 
the manuals supplied by the manufacturer of your computer system and that you are familiar 
with the parts of your computer. You should know how to set up and turn on your computer, 
and how to handle, insert, and store disks. However, this manual does not assume you have 
had a great deal of experience with computers. 
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Section 1 provides you with an overview of operating systems in general and Concurrent 
CP/M in particuiar. Section I also explains many of the words and phrases used in this 
manual. 

Section 2 develops the command concepts you need to understand and use the commands 
defined in Section 3. 

Section 3 all~habctically lists ail Concurrent CPfM commands, shows their syntax, and 
provides explanations and examples for each command. 

Section 4 describes ED, the Concurrent CP/M text editor, in detail. 

Appendix A lists the error messages Concurrent CP/M displays when it encounters special 
conditions. Remedies are suggested for both specific error nmsages and general situations. 

Appendix B summarizes Concurrent CP/M control clmract~rs. 

Appendix C describes the various Concurrent CP/M filetypes. 

Appendix D summarizes the kinds of drive and file status information Concurrent CP/M 
returns to you. 

The Glossary explains the terminology and concepts you encounter in learning about your 
computer and Concurrent CP/M. 

If your Concurrent CP/M is the first computer system you have used, you might find some 
of these topics confusing. Begin with Section 1 and read this manual section by section. It 
proceeds step-by-step, so you can easily understand how to use Concurrent CP/M. 



Related Books 

In addition to the User's Guide, Concurrent CP/M is supported and documented through 
these manuals: 

• The Concurrent CP/M Operating System Programmer's Reference Guide (cited as 
Programmer's Guide), which documents Ihe applications programmer's interface to 
Concurrent CP/M and explains the internal file structure and system entry points. 
This is information essential for creating applications programs that run in the Con- 
current CP/bi environment. 

• The Concurrent CP/M-86 Programmer's Utilities Guide (cited as Programmer's Util- 
ities Guide) documents the Digital Research utility programs that programmers use 
to write, debug, and verify applications programs written for the Concurrent CP/M 
environment. 

• The Concurrent CP/M Operating System System Guide (cited as System Guide) doc- 
uments the internal, hardware-dependent structures of Concurrent CP/M. 
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