0
DIGITAL
RESEARCH”®

Concurrent CP/M”™

Operating System

User’'s Guide




COPYRIGHT

Copyright®@ 1984 by Digital Research. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may
be reproduced, wansmitted, transcribed, stored in & retricval sysiem. or translated into any
lenguage or computer languege, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechenical,
magnetic, opticel, chemical, manuel or atherwise, without the prior written permission of
Digitel Research, Post Office Box 579, Pacific Grove, California, 93950.

Readers are granted permission to include the example programs, either in whele or i part,
in their own programs.

DISCLAIMER

Digital Research makes no representations or warranties with respect to the contents hareof
am specifically disclaims any implied warranties of merchantebility or fimess for any par-
ticular purposs. Further, Digital Research rescrves the right to revise this publication and
to meke changes from time to time in the content hereof without obligation of Digital Research
to notify any person of such revision or changes.

TRADEMARKS
CP/M and CP/M-36 are registered tademarks of Digial Research. ASM-86, Concurrent

CP/M, DDT-36, and MP/M-86 are trademarks of Digital Research. Intel is a registered
trademark of Inte] Corporation.

The Concurrent CPIM Operating System User’s Guide was printed in the United States of
America.

First Edition: Janvary 1984



Foreword

Concurrent CP/M™is a multi- or single-user, multitasking operating system that aflows
you to do two or more jobs at the same time on one or more terminels. This simultaneous
multitasking capability is defined by the term concurrent—hence, Concurrent CP/M. For
example, you can edit one or more documents, review one, and print another, Simply switch
from one task to another with the touch of a key. Concurrent CP/M also lets you use many
powerful software tools, such as word processors, spreadsheet calculators, data base man-
agers, and bookkeeping systems.

The primary difference between Concurrent CF/M and CP/M-85® is that Concurrent
CP/M is a multi-user, multitasking operating system, while CP/M-86 is a single-user, single-
tasking system. Concurrent CP/M differs from MP/M-86™ primerily in its ability to handle
virtual consoles with screen-switching capability. MP/M-86, although multitasking, has only
physical consoles.

The following utilities have been added to this release of Coneurvent CP/M:

® CHSET, to accommodate support for the Iniel® 8087 Math Processor and support
for code sharing among tasks

m PRINT. to facilitate printing of files

B ERAQ, 1o include a query before erasure of files

® VCMODE, to help you manage your virtual consoles

® HELP, to give you on-line descriptions of the utilities of the system

Utilities from the MP/M-86 systern have been incorporated to Concurrent CP/M to include
time and date stamping and file password protection. The SET, SDIR. and SHOW utilities
replace the functions of the CP/M-86 STAT utility.

How This Book Is Organized

The Concurrent CPIM Qperating System User's Guide, Release 3.1, (cited as User's Guide)
introduces you to Concurrent CP/M and explains how to use it. It assumes you have read
the manuals supplied by the manufacturer of your computer system and that you are familjar
with the parts of your computer. You should know how ta set up and turn on your computer,
and how to handle, insert, and store disks. However, this manual does not assume youn have
had a great deal of experience with computers.



Section | provides you with an overview of operating syetems in general and Concurrent
CP/M in prrticular. Section | siso explains many of the words and phrases used in this
menusi.

Section 2 davelops the command concepts you need to understand and use the comrnands
defined in Section 3.

Section 3 alpheberically lists all Concurrent CP/M commends, shows their syniax, and
provides explanations and examples for ach commend.

Section 4 describes ED, the Concurrent CP/M text editor, in detail.

Appendix A lists the error messages Concurrent CP/M displays when it encounters special
conditions. Remedies are suggested for both specific error measages and general situations,

Appendix B summarizes Concurrent CP/M control charecters.
Appendix C describes the various Concurrent CP/M filstypes.

Appendix D summarizes the kinds of drive and file status information Con¢urrent CP/M
returns to you,

The Glossary explains the terminology and concepts you encounter in learning about your
computer and Concurrent CP/M.

If your Concurrent CP/M is the first computer system you heve used, you might find some
of these topics confusing. Begin with Section 1 and read this menual section by section. It
procesds step-by-step, 8o you can casily understend how to use Concurrent CP/M.




Related Books

In addition to the User's Guide, Concurrent CP/M is supported and documented through
these manuals:

M The Concurrent CPIM Operating Sysiam Programmers Reference Guide (cited as
Programmer’s Guide), which documents the applications programmer’s interface to
Concurrent CP/M and explains the internal file structure and system entry points.
This is information essential for creating applications programs that run in the Con-
current CP/M environment.

W The Concurrent CP/M-86 Programmer’s Utilities Guide (cited as Programmer’s Util-
ities Guide) documents the Digital Research utility programs that programmers use
to write, debug, and verify applications programs written for the Congurrent CP/M
environment.

B The Concurrent CP/M Operating System System Guide (cited as System Guide) doc-
umeints the internal, hardware-dependent structures of Concurrent CP/M.,
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